ASCC NMS Panel
Approved Minutes

Tuesday, May 15, 2012





3:00 -4:30 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Dinan, Hadad, Krissek, Singer, Valco, Vankeerbergen, Von Frese
AGENDA: 
1. Approval of 4-3-12 minutes 

Valco, Krissek, unanimously approved
2. Hort & Crop Sci 2200 (already Biological Sc GE course for both BA&BS; request to drop lab and maintain GE status) 

· Course does not seem to reach the level for BS courses: e.g., no advanced math; no sophisticated scientific knowledge or reliance on scientific knowledge from other disciplines; does not seem to depend on intensive use of data collection and analysis; not known if this course could potentially serve as a prereq for a major course in the sciences; not known whether course is intended for majors in that discipline.

· Discussion: it is surprising that the unit wishes to remove the lab since the recitation seems to cover some of the lab content.
· Most ASC students who take the course under quarters are BA students.

· Documents submitted may be outdated in parts: e.g., there is a reference to “quarter”; the assessment mentions a “lab”; p. 2 of the syllabus refers to HCS 200.
Singer, Valco, unanimously approved as a Natural Science (Biological Science) BA-only for ASC students.
3. Geography 2960 (Natural Science-Physical Science; return) 

· Course does not seem to reach the level for BS courses: e.g., no advanced math; no sophisticated scientific knowledge or reliance on scientific knowledge from other disciplines (no prereqs required); one reference to data analysis in lab example.

· To grant BS status, the Panel should know how quantitative the labs are. 
· Most of the clientele for this course would be at the BA-level.

Krissek, Singer, unanimously approved as a Natural Science (Physical Science) BA-only for ASC students.
4. Physical Activity Specialist Minor (new EHE minor) 

· Edu PAES 2601: Current prereq: Admission to the PETE (Physical Education / Teacher Education) undergraduate major, or permission of instructor. Unit will have to adjust that so that non-majors can easily take the course (without having to ask instructor permission).
· Electives: Edu PAES 1201: page 2 of proposal says that the course contains essential knowledge for students to have. If knowledge is truly essential, ask unit to make 1201 a prereq. If it’s not truly essential to the minor, please remove the course. (See ASC rule that minors should contain courses at 2000-level and above.)  
· If all 150 (estimated) students take an internship, there probably will be a need for additional resources.

Valco, Singer, unanimously approved with contingencies (2 bolded items)
5. Revised GE language 

· The expected learning outcome about “key events in the history of science” had been removed by the Assessment Panel. Subsequently, however, ASCC members had a conversation about this, deeming it perhaps necessary that the history learning outcome remain. The fact is that this expected learning outcome is touched on in GE Natural Science courses but perhaps not always assessed. It might be necessary to replace “key events” with “key developments.” Mostly, it is very important that students realize that science is not a fixed body of knowledge. Very encouraging response has been received from Vice-Chair of Chemistry. 
· Action: Reinstate but also rephrase this expected learning outcome for both Biological Science and Physical Science: “Students understand key events in the development of science and recognize that science is an evolving body of knowledge.”
· Remove “examples” in expected learning outcome 2 (for Physical Science). 

· ASCCAO will ask Alexis Collier how previous data was collected.
· Associate Dean Hadad will communicate the revised language to units offering Natural Science GE courses.
Krissek, Singer, unanimously approved
6. Proposal to ASC Senate by Professor Conn 
· Proposal: Non-GE courses would not be reviewed by ASCC but would go directly from departments to OAA. Two main arguments: make review process more efficient & give responsibility to departments.

· Arguments opposed to this proposal:

· The College awards the degree. Departments are not in charge of their own curriculum. This is the reason why ASC committees approve new degrees/revisions to degrees.
· Useful to insure some level of uniformity (re: rigor) between courses.

· Downside in terms of concurrence. 
· Three faculty rules address the issue of colleges reviewing courses: February 11, 2011 edition of the rules at http://senate.osu.edu/rulesbook.pdf 
1. Rule 3335-5-14 deals with Powers of College Faculties.  Paragraph (B) is relevant.

The several college faculties shall have, subject only to the separate powers of the faculty of a school (see rule 3335-3-34 of the Administrative Code) and of the faculty of the arts and sciences (see rule 3335-5-27 of the Administrative Code), the following general powers:

…snip…

(B) To adopt, alter or abolish courses and curricula subject to the approval of the council on academic affairs and the president and the board of trustees (see rules 3335-5-48.1 and 3335-8-02 of the Administrative Code);

2. Rule 3335-5-48 deals with CAA.  Paragraph (B)(2)(a) is relevant.

Receive from the various colleges and schools, pursuant to the exercise of their powers under rule 3335-5-14 of the Administrative Code, proposals for the establishment, alteration or abolition of courses and curricula, of departments, schools, and divisions within a college, and of academic degrees. (See rules 3335-3-37, 3335-8-02, and 3335-8-03 of the Administrative Code);

3. Rule 3335-8-03 Procedure.

Proposals for establishing new courses or curricula for alterations in existing courses or curricula shall originate in the departments or schools and, in the case of departments, shall be subject to acceptance, revision, or rejection by the college or school of which those departments are a part. Proposals of departments, if approved by the college, and those of schools shall be submitted to the council on academic affairs. The council on academic affairs shall refer all courses involving graduate credit to the curriculum committee of the graduate school, which shall subsequently notify the council on academic affairs of the action taken in respect to acceptance of such proposed courses for credit toward graduate degrees. The council on academic affairs shall then take final action on the proposals in accordance with rule 3335-8-02 of the Administrative Code, keeping in mind the entire program of the department, the school, the college, and the university.
· ASCCAO will provide data to NMS about courses approved through ASCC since January 1.
The NMS Panel supports the reviewing process approved by the ASC Advisory Committee and the ASC Senate last year and revised in the AU quarter last year. No support for Professor Conn’s proposal. Singer, Krissek, unanimously approved
